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CONFIDENTIAL. 





(8057.) 


Correspondence respecting the Slave Trade between Madagascar, 
Mozambique, and Réunion. 


DESPATCHES FROM HER MAJESTY’S CONSUL AT REUNION. 


No. 1. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May _ .) 


(No. 24. Consular. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, May 1, 1875. 

IN my despatch No. 23 of the 27th ultimo I informed your Lordship that I had 
reason to believe that Mr. LeRoy had been playing a part, not only to me but to my 
predecessors, and my suspicions having been now strengthened, I beg to acquaint your 
Lordship that the firm of Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy have for a long time past been in 
the habit of introducing surreptitiously into the Colony bands of meatore from the coast of 
Mozambique and Madagascar, in defiance of the Emperor Napoleon’s letter dated the 
Ist of July, 1861, annexed to the Convention of the same date; and I am informed that, 
on the 28th of February last, the French schooner “‘ Clémence,” of 155 tons, Captain 
Perrigault, belonging to Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy, left this for Mozambique, and that 
the vessel’s return is shortly expected with negroes on board. : 

On the 8th of March last the French vessel “ Décidée,’’ of 88 tons, Captain Callame, 
arrived at. St. Denis, consigned to Messrs. O. Foole and Company with 53 Mozambique 
negroes, who were purchased at private auction for 1,660 fr. a-piece by M. Armanet, 
Broker, for M. K. Veguen, the largest proprietor in this Colony (now in France), the 
manager of whose estates is a M. Robin, brother-in-law to M. Le Roy, our Vice-Consul. 

It appears that the negroes are procured from the coast of Mozambique, or else 
brought from thence to Madagascar, and there bartered, either for merchandize or coin. 
Then they are‘entered on the ship’s Articles, and conveyed here as passengers under the 
special care of the captain, duly landed, sent into the country. The manager or owner of 
the estate makes a declaration that they are free men, and then they are taken before a 
Syndic. There they are examined through an interpreter, who answers in the affirmative 
for the negroes to every question that is put to them, as he is paid so much a-head, and 
the negroes subsequently discover that they have agreed to serve their masters for ten years 
on small wages. : 

Your Lordship will doubtless feel surprised that my attention has not been sooner 
drawn to this illicit traffic, and I can only account for it myself by the fact that my 
thoughts have been so engrossed with the duties relating to the coolies that a violation of 
the Conyeation in such an unexpected quarter never crossed my mind. int 

Since my rupture with Mr. Le Roy has become known here, a ship captain, formerl 
employed in this Slave Traffic by Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy, has volunteered avngh 
a thi rty to come forward to make a declaration, and I trust to be in gneve of it 
soon. has hitherto held aloof, thinking that as I was on friendly terms with, 
Mr. Le Roy I would pay no attention to what he said. I sent him word to say that 


neither friendship nor hatred could influence me one way or another in a matter of 
duty. Te Maney Tan ia 
(441] | ee B 


The foregoing information has been furnished me by three different persons (in 
secrecy), and although I cannot guarantee the correctness in detail, or institute further 
— as the mail steamer is just leaving, I have reason to believe that the main facts 
are true. 

I shall be on the look-out for the return of the ‘‘Clémence,” and propose taking 
no steps in the matter, until I receive instructions from your Lordship how I am to act, 
for the authorities must be perfectly aware that this illicit traffic has been going on for 
years. 
_ __In discussing the matter generally with one of my informants, the argument he used 
in favour of the system of introducing negroes into the Colony was on the plea of 
humanity, because coming from a slave-holding country they were free after ten years of 
labour here. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





No. 2. 
Mr. Lister to Consul Perry. 


(No. 1. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1875. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of vour despatch 
No. 24, Confidential, of the Ist ultimo, reporting an alleged ‘Taffic in Negroes between 
the coasts of Mozambique and Madagascar, and the Jsland of Réunion, which is stated 
to be carried on with the connivance of the French authorities, and I am to instruct you 
to take ali the steps in your power to procure authentic and reliable information respecting 
this traffic. You will, however, be careful to avoid making any representation on the 
subject to the French authorities until you receive instructions from this office to do so. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed ) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 3. 


Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 31. Consular. Confidential.) \ 
My Lord, \ Réunion, May 24, 1875. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 24, Confidential, of the Ist instant, I regret to 
have to inform your Lordship that the captain who was to have furnished me with details 
regarding the illicit Traffic in Negroes from the West Coast of Madagascar is no longer 
willing to do so, as he fears to compromise himself. Still I have been enabled to gather a 
certain amount of information which may be considered of interest by your Lordship, 
and “my seems to have been hitherto successfully concealed from’ my predecessors and 
myself. — 

It appears that a steady commerce in negroes, by redemption, has been carried on in 
this Colony without apparent intermission, both before and after the signing of the 
Convention of 1861, and that this trade has been principally conducted by Messrs. Lauratet 
and Le Roy, and, on.a smaller scale, by other persons at Saint Denis. 

I am told that the negroes are brought from that part of the Coast of Africa which 
lies between latitude 8° and 13° south, in Arab dhows. : 

The dhows make for the Comoro Islands, and from thence steer for a place called 
Marondava in Madagascar, latitude 2U° 20’, longitude 44° 18’, and then coast to Tullear, . 
which lies between Port of Ranonbe and the Bay of St. Augustin, Sakalave. country ; 
but whether the negroes purchased for transmission to this island are natives of Madagascar, 
or of the Mozambique coast, I cannot positively ascertain, for my informants vary in their _ 
statements on this point; I, however, believe them to be Africans. 

I learn from Captain Ohier, master of the British vessel ‘- Panthére ” (now in port), 
that in the years 1866 and 1867, he was engaged as second mate on board the French 
ship “ Marie Elizabeth,” Captain Curodaw, and that they did a good business in negroes, 
and he calculated that during those two years they landed about 300 negroes at St. Denis. 


\ 


3 


Captein Ohier asserts that the price paid at Tullear for a well-conditioned negro was 
at that time 30 dollars-worth of merchandize, and which consisted of the following 
articles :— 


2 barrels of powder of 25 Ibs. each. 100 balls (cast) 
2 pieces of cloth. Necklaces of glass beads. 
2 with flint locke, , 2 knives. 

100 flints. 2 looking glasses. 


Sometimes a gratification in rum, or a trumpery ring, was thrown in to complete the 
n 


Another captain, called Vallet, states that in 1872 he was employed as sccond mate 
on board the “ Sidonie,” and that they brought from Fort Dauphin, south-east coast of 
Madagascar, in the month of July, eight negroes; and that in the month of July 1874, 
age serving on board the Mauritius vessel “‘ Bretagne,” they also landed six negroes at 

t. Denis. 

M. Vallet states that these men were landed at midnight, on both occasions, but it 
appears that there was no necessity for such a precaution, as the Commissaire d'Immigration 
alleges that the introduction of negroes into this Colony is effected under the special 
authority of Governor de Lormel, who himself signs the order for their disembarkment, 
on the ground that they are “‘ free men and passengers,” and I therefore conclude that his 
Excellency pretends to ignore that the negroes are sold to the captain of the vessel that 
brings them here, or to an agent, and that they are resold at St. Denis by private auction, 
commonly called here “ ’encan a l’oreille,” to the highest bidder. It may, however, possibly 
happen, that other negroes than those which are disembarked with the Governor’s authority, 
are landed surreptitiously, as stated by Captain Vallet and by other persons. 

Before a Syndic, or the Commissaire d’Immigration, the negroes go through the farce 
of being asked whether they have come here of their own accord, &c., and as these 
questions are put through an interpreter who always answers in the affirmative, the negroes 
find themselves bound to serve their purchaser for the term of ten years, at the end of 
which period they are supposed tu be free, but if they are then still good for field work, | 
very much doubt whether they are allowed to seek engagement elsewhere. I am even 
told that there are instances of their being flogged into re-engagement, but this is nothin 
extraordinary, for if the Indians can be believed, similar treatment is frequently experien 
by them. 

“In my despatch No. 24 I mentioned that the “Décidée” had landed fifty-three 
negroes, and | now hear that this number, being unusually large, there was some hesitation 
about granting the usual permission to land, and that the introduction of so many negroes 
by one vessel has been commented upon in the Mauritius. : 

A story was trumped up here that these fifty-three men had been found in a destitute 
state by the captain of the “ Décidée” on the coast of Madagascar, and that out of charity 
the poor creatures had been brought here. This was told me by the Bishop of St. Denis, 
with whom | spoke at length on the subject. I pointed out to him the absurdity of such 
a report, and the fact that the negroes introduced by the “ Décidée” were all said to be 
strong and able-bodied men, and that their wives and families were not with them; but 
the Bishop maintained that it was an act of charity to bring negroes away from a slave- 
holding country, and that selling by redemption appeared to him much the same thing as 
the exportation of our coolies from India, whom he considered were, in a measure, sold. 
How the Bishop arrived at suck a conclusion I could not discover from his arguments. 
These views seem to be generally entertained here, and the violation of the Convention 
appears to the creoles a matter of small moment, if, indeed, it be ever taken into con- 
sideration. 

As I ventured to submit in my previous despatch on this subject, I cannot hold 
myself responsible as to accuracy ‘in detail, but there exists no longer a doubt in my 
mind that the introduction of negroes by redemption has been carried on for years past, 
and latterly with the sanction of Governor de Lormel, who seems to have preferred the 
system of the negroes being brought into theisland in small batches, under the head of 
“ passengers,” to that of allowing them to be introduced by stealth, as, I am told, was the 
case formerly. : 

The quibble that the negroes are brought over here as “ passengers” I hold unworthy 
of argument, although it would probably be resorted to were ‘the Governor called upon to 
furnish an explanation of this violation of the Convention. _ 

In conclusion, I must beg your Lordship to have the goodness not to criticize too 
closely the information submitted in my despatch No. 24 or now, as the conflicting state- 
ments of my various informants render it extremely difficult to draw up a clear report ; 
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but, while there may be slight contradictions in the details, the main facts remain 


un s 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





No. 4, 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received July 23.) 


(No. 35. Consular. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, June 9, 1875. 

REFERRING to my despatches Nos. 24 and 31, of the Ist and 24th of May, I have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that the French vessel “ Clémence,” Captain Perri- 
gault, returned here from the West Coast of Madagascar on the 30th ultimo, and although 
the newspapers reported that she had only one passenger on board (whose name was 
mentioned), I learn from reliable sources that the “ Clémence” also brought ten African 
negroes, who, since they were landed, would appear to have been detained in the yard 
attached to Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy’s house of business for several days, until their 
removal to some other part of the island, but I cannot ascertain what has become of them, 
or for what amount they were sold. 

M. Le Roy is now aware that the part taken by him for years past in the introduction 
of negroes into Réunion has been divulged to me, and he has openly said that it would be 
quite useless for me to endeavour to put a stop to the traffic, as in future the negroes 
would be landed in some unfrequented part of the island, and that I could then know 
nothing about the matter. This, I fear, will undoubtedly be the case if the Governor is 
allowed to countenance the commerce, for, with the exception of my clerk, 1 am the only 
Englishman in Réunion, and I consequently have very great difficulty in acquiring 
information of an accurate nature gratuitously. 

Such facts in connection with this Traffic as I have hitherto managed to collect, I 
partly gathered from —— who entertain unfriendly feelings towards M. Le Roy, and 
partly from persons who were under obligations to me, but my principal and most trust- 
worthy informant has been a Mauritius Creole labouring under pecuniary difficulties, to 
whom I had advanced money in the shape of a loan. 

Had [ means at my disposal, I could possibly be kept well informed of all irregular 
proceedings in this Colony, but it can scarcely be expected that a Creole would voluntarily 
venture to furnish me with information of a nature so dangerous to his own interests 
without being well remunerated for the risk he incurs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


hee 





No, 5. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received August 19.) 


(No. 51. Consular, Confidential.) 
My Lord, | Réunion, July 21, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 1, 
Confidential, of the 3rd ultimo, and, in obedience to the instructions contained therein, I 
herewith submit such additional particulars concerning the traffic in negroes as I have 
been able to collect. 

I inclose your Lordship copy of a notice which was inserted by Governor Darricau in 
the Réunion “Official Journal” on the 27th of May, 1863, warning owners and captains 
of vessels that the introduction of African or Madagascan negroes is strictly prohibited by 
law, and that the pretext of bringing them into the island under the head of passengers 
is an evasion of that law, 

Your Lordship will, therefore, please remark that the recruitment of negroes in Africa 
and would seem to have been in full activity almost immediately after the — 
time appointed by the Emperor Napoleon for its cessation, and that my statements in 
previous despatches are corroborated by the avis in question. 

- ‘The notice referred to came into my possession through the agency of a Mauritius 
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gentleman, who, whilst tearing up some old papers, accidentally had his attention drawn 
to the paragraph, otherwise I might have remained in ignorance of its existence, as the 
avis was not published in the “ Bulletin” for 1863. 

I have further the honour of transmitting your Lordship copies of four letters from 
the archives, relative to the introduction into Réunion of some negroes in the months of 
May and June 1867, and which refer to a solemn promise of the Governor that the traffic 
should be discontinued. This promise, like every other which emanates from the Local 
Government, has been broken, for orders issued by the executive power here in connection 
with the Convention mean nothing, and questions reported to Her Majesty ’s Government 
as having been investigated and settled in reality remain in statu quo until the matter is 
again brought up by the Consul, to meet once more with the same fate. 

By reference to Mr. Hay Hill’s letter of the 10th of June, 1867, your Lordship will 
observe that he then suspected Messrs. Lauratet and Company of being engaged in negro 
speculation, but that Governor Dupré believed the latter gentleman innocent of such a 
charge, which proves that his Excellency must have been ignorant of what was known to 
everyone else, for it is a matter of notoriety that Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy have been 
engaged in this trade for many years, and have amassed a considerable fortune by it. 

That this fact was hid from the Consulate of late years is entirely due to the perfidy 
of M. Le Roy, who, under the pretence of good fellowship and devotion to British interests, 
actually managed to blind my predecessors, and carried on his illicit business in negroes 
almost under the protection of the British flag; and to the bad faith of the French 
authorities, who from first to last have been directly or indirectly parties to this detestable 
commerce. 

Since writing to your Lordship on the 9th ultimo, | have been furnished with the 
following particulars :— 

1. That Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy are said to have entered, in the month of 
January last, into a contract with Messrs. Chabrier, the owners of a large plantation, to 
supply them with negroes at the rate of 800 francs a head; and as the estate of these 
gentlemen is situated on the sea coast, near Saint Pierre, every facility for the discharge of 
cargo would be afforded to both seller and purchaser. 

2. That the negroes which I reported to your Lordship as having arrived Ly the 
**Clémence ”’ are said to have been sold to a M. Motais, planter at Saint Pierre. 

3. That every vessel which comes from Madagascar introduces negroes into the 
Colony in greater or smaller numbers, under the head of ‘ passengers or crews.” 

4. That the price paid for the negroes that arrived by the “ Décidée” was 750 francs, 
and not the amount stated in my despatch No. 24 of the Ist of May 

This, my Lord, is all the information that I have been able to glean in addition to 
that already furnished, but everything ! hear tends to confirm the fact that the purchase 
of negroes by redemption is in full force, and has been so since the Convention was 
signed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


P. S.—I was advised three or four days ago that the French vessel “ Victor Amédée,” 
of 336 tons, owners Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy, was daily expected from Madagascar 
with negroes. She duly arrived, and I sent the person whom I am employing to procure 
information. I beg to inclose your Lordship a copy of his note, also copy of a letter I 
addressed the Ordonnateur, and his reply thereto, which is vague and unsatisfactory. 

The “Anna” is in quarantine ; she came from Tullear; crew sixteen—proper comple- 
ment for a vessel of 188 tons; seven men (about). 

July 23, 1875. G. R. P. 





Inclusure | in No. 5. 
Extract from the “Journal Officiel” de U'Ile de la Réunion of May 27, 1863. 


- vation tate as venant de omy car ont tenté récemment d’introduire a la 
union des aches figurant sur les rdles comme domestiques passagers mais qui, en 
réalité, n’avaient été embarqués que pour étre placés dans la nie comme po cath : 

L’Administration croit devoir-rappeler 4 MM. les armateurs et capitaines en relations 
avec Madagascar que l’immigration Malgache, aussi bien que l’immigration Africaine, est 
absolument interdite, et que toute infraction & cette interdiction, sous quelque forme qu’on 
la déguise, sera réprimée conformément & la loi. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 
Acting Consul Andrews to Governor Dupré. 


M. le Gouverneur, St. Denis, le 15 Mai, 1867. 

J'AI Vhonneur de faire connaitre & votre Excellence que j’ai appris qu'un navire 
Frangais, ‘‘1’Infatigable,” Capitaine Pepin, arrivé ici le 10 courant, venant de Madagascar, 
a introduit dans la Colonie un certain nombre de travailleurs—cinquante ou soixante. : 

Vous me permettrez, M. le Gouverneur, de vous dire que cest un droit pour moi 
d’appeler la haute intervention de votre Excellence sur une pareille introduction qui 
semble malheureusement trop vraie, et qui n’a pu avoir lieu qu’en violation de la volonté 
de nos Gouvernements, et des ordres formels que vous avez données a cet égard. 

Je dois également signaler 4 votre Excellence une circonstance qui ne vous a pas pu 
échapper, c’est qu'il n’est pas fait mention des travailleurs dans la partie des journaux 
indiquant les mouvements de la rade a l’article “ Entrée.” 


J’ai, &c. 
(Signé) J. J. WHYTE ANDREWS. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 5. 
Governor Dupré to Acting Consul Andrcws. 


M. le Consul, St. Denis, le 21 Mai, 1867. 

J’AI Vhonneur de vous accuser réception de la lettre que vous m’avez adressée le 10 
du courant, relativement aux passagers Africains introduits par “ |’Infatigable.” 

Des faits analogues m’avaient déja été signalés, et des ordres sévéres ont été donnés 
pour en empécher le retour. ‘‘ L’Infatigable” était en cours de voyage au moment ov 
ces ordres ont été donnés. C’est ce qui explique comment il n’en a pas eu connaissance. 

Recevez, &c. : 
(Signé) DUPRE. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 5. 


Consul Hay-Hill to Governor Dupré. 
M. le Gouverneur, Reunion, June 10, 1867. 

I HAVE been given to understand that the French ship ‘‘ La Créole,” lately arrived 
from Madras, has brought to this Colony some forty Malagaches, who have been consigned 
to Messrs. Lauratet and Company for industrial purposes. 

Iam not aware that Messrs, Lauratet and Company can possibly require such a 
number of labourers, and I have good reason for believing these Malagaches have been 
introduced purely for private speculative purposes. I have, therefore, the honour to 
request your Excellency will be pleased to cause me to be informed under what circum- 
stances these men have been introduced. 

I have the honour to draw your Excellency’s attention to a despatch, of the 
5th of May last, in which it was most distinctly promised that such introduction of 
Malagaches would not again be permitted, and also to the fact that, as far as I am able to 
ascertain, the arrival of the “‘ Créole” has in no way been publicly announced as is usually 
the case with other vessels. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN D. HAY-HILL 





Inclosure 5 in No. 5. 
Governor Dupré to Consul Hay-Hill. 


M. le Consul, St. Denis, le 12 Juillet, 1867. 

J’AI Phonneor de vous accuser réception de la lettre que vous m’avez adressée le 10 
du courant au sujet de l'introduction d’un certain nombre de Malgaches par la 
goélette “la Crécle ” consignée 4 MM. Lauratet et Compagnie. 


© The despatch to which Mr. Hay-Hill refers is not to be found in the archives.—G. R. P. 


Dés l’arrivée de ce navire, M. Lauratet a déclaré que ces Malgaches étaient destinés d 
son habitation de Ste. Suzanne, oi ils se trouvent actuellement. Ils y sont placés dans la 
condition de tous les autres engagés, recevant pour leur travail des v tements, une 
nourriture et des salaires, librement consentis. Je n’ai aucune raison de croire que 
M. Lauratet ait l’intention de ceder ces engagés, et d’en faire l'objet d’une spéculation. 

Ces Malgaches ont été, a leur arrivée, interrogés par M. le Commissaire d’Immigra- 
tion, et tous ont déclaré étre venus ici de leur plein gré et a leur demande. 

Je saisis cette occasion pour vous confirmer ma lettre du 5 Mai dernier. Des 
mesures sévéres ont été prises pour que toute introduction de travailleurs dont le nombre 
et la provenance pourraient donner lieu & suspicion n’ait plus lieu desormais. Je crois 

uvoir affirmer que la “Créole” est le dernier des navires qui ont été expédiés a 
ae avant les ordres trés précis qui ont été donnés aux armateurs qui se livrent a 
cette navigation. 

L’arrivée de la “ Créole” m’a été annoncée dans les formes ordinaires. Je n’ai donc 
pas lieu de supposer qu’on ait cherché  soustraire 4 I'ceil de l’autorité lopération de ce 
navire, Toute tentative de ce genre serait d’ailleurs bien vite déjouée ‘par nos réglements 
de police maritimes et administrative. A peine la “ Créole ” était-elle mouillée en rade 
du Butor que le Commissaire Central et le Commissaire d’Immigration avaient été avisés 
de la présence qu’elle avait 4 son bord. 


Agréez, &c. . 
(Signé) DUPRE. 
Inclosure 6 in No. 5. 


Note addressed to Consul Perry. 


Mon cher M. Perry, St. Dénis, le 21 Juillet, 1875. 

JE me suis rendu a l’inscription maritime pour voir le réle de l'équipage du “ Victor 
Amédée,” et j’ai pu constater, par moi-méme, qu’en quittant St. Dénis le 22 Juin dernier, 
le capitaine a fait la déclaration qu’il existait 4 bord vingt-six hommes d’équipage. 

Je suis persuadé que c’est une fausse déclaration de la part du capitaine, car je me suis 
empressé de descendre sur le port, et j'ai demandé & des capitaines combien, pour un navire 
qui fait les voyages de beeufs de Madagascar ici, ayant 336;tonneaux de jauge, il faut 
dhommes d’équipage? Il m’a été répondu immédiatement que |’on ne prend que douze 
hommes. 

Je vous fais remarquer que le “ Victs. ‘médée ” a quitté St. Dénis le 22 Juin, et que 
Péveil était déja donné sur le trafic des noit. 

ll est arrivé ce soir, 43 P.M., le navire “ Anna,” consigné 4 MM. Lauratet et Leroy, 
venant de Madagascar. 

Je n’ai pu savoir s’il y avait des négres sur le ‘‘ Victor Amédée,” mais demain matin 
je m’en occuperai. 

Je crois que je pourrai vous donner les renseignements avant déjeuner. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 5. 
Consul Perry to M. de la Borde. 


Cher M. de la Borde, St. Dénis, le 22 Juillet, 1875. 
JE vous serai bien obligé si vous me ferez savoir combien d’hommes par 100 tonneaux 
il faut pour compléter I’équipage d’un navire Frangais. 
Dans nos réglements il faut 4 hommes par chaque 100 tonneaux. 
Une réponse immédiate m’obligerait beaucoup. 
Veuillez, &c. 
(Signé) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 5. 
M. de la Borde to Consul Perry. 


Cher M. Perry, St. Denis, le 22 Juillet, 1875. 

POUR satisfaire au désir que vous m’avez exprimé, je m’empresse de vous faire con- 
naitre qu’aucune régle détermine en France le nombre d’hommes nécessaires & l’armement 
des navires de commerce. 

Toute latitude est laissée 4 cet égard aux armateurs et aux capitaines, qui sont les 
meilleurs juges en pareille matiére. 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Signé) LA BORDE. 





No. 6. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received September 15.) 


(No. 55. Confidential.) 
My Lora, Réunion, August 18, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the “ Etienne et Laurance,” owners 
MM. Lauratet et Le Roy, arrived here from Tullear, on the 30th of July, and that she is 
said to have had on board eighteen negroes, two of whom were sold to M. Le Siner, Mayor 
of St. Denis, and the remainder to a broker at St. Pierre, for speculation. Another infor- 
mant tells me that only sixteen negroes were landed from the above-named vessel, as two 
of them had died on the way ; whatever the exact number may have been, my Lord, the 
fact remains that the “‘ Etienne et Laurance” introduced a batch of negroes into Réunion 
on her last return voyage from Madagascar. 

The “ Marie Caroline,” owners, Messrs. L. Aubert and Company, arrived from the 
same place on the 3rd instant, and is alleged to have had twelve or thirteen negroes on 
board. These men would appear to have been hurried off into the country, for I cannot 
discover where they have gone, although I know that their numbers are recorded at the 
Immigration Office. 

The “ Anna,” whose arrival I reported in despatch No. 51, is also supposed to have 
brought twelve negroes. She came from Tulear, and one of my informants says positively 
that she had Africans on board, and that they were landed surreptitiously by twos and threes 
after dark, but my other informant has not been able to confirm this statement. So, if true, 
the utmost secrecy must have been employed in disposing of the men. 

. L also learn that the Governor himself has a young negro in his employ, who cannot 
make himself understood. It is therefore to be presumed that he has not been long in the 
country. 

Cotain Ohier, Master of the British schooner ‘“Panthére,” has just returned from 
the north coast of Madagascar, and tells me that he was boarded by a boat belonging to 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Thetis,” while at anchor off Nossi Be, and that the officer in charge 
stated they had lately captured five Arab dhows with negroes. The master further states 
that it is rumoured in this town that the French ship “ Trois Amies” has been taken by 
one of Her Majesty’s cruizers in Madagascar waters. 

I inclose your Lordship a list of the vessels trading between this island and Mada- 
gascar, all of which are also said to be engaged in the traffic of negroes. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 


List of Vessels trading between Madagascar and Réunion. 





Clémence 
na ” 


oa ae Ditto. 
Etienne et Laurance ___,, Ditto. 
Victor Amédée .. ,, Ditto. 
Nizam .. is Ditto. 
Africa ee. »” 
Décidée.. * Messrs. O'Toole & Co. 
Marie Caroline i Messrs. L. Aubert & Co. 
St. Augustine re Ditto. 
Trois Amies Ditto. 
Bretagne * Messrs. Guillion and Co, 





Norz.—1. All the above vessels trade between this island and Madagascar (west and east), and are said to 
have introduced negroes into this Colony. 


2, The “* Victor Amédée” and “Nizam” are more especially employed in the cattle trade on the west 
coast. 


3. The “ Trois Amies” has not been heard of for months, and is supposed to have been lost, or captured by 


one of Her Majesty's cruizers. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY, 
Réunion, August 17, 1875. Her Majesty's Consul. 





No. 7. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 58. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, September 7, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 17th ultimo the French 
vessel ‘ Africa,” Captain Alard, master, arrived here from Fénérive, East Coast of 
Madagascar, with a cargo of rice, and six negroes, which the Captain is alleged to have 
kidnapped and introduced into this island. When I was made acquainted with this 
unlawful act I could scarcely credit the veracity of my informant, and I asked for 
further proof, whereupon he brought me a seaman, called Etienne Jean, a native of 
Mauritius, who had been discharged from the “ Africa” a few days previously, and who 
consented to make a solemn declaration before me of all the facts connected with this 
reprehensible deed. 

After the seaman had signed the declaration (a certified copy of which I here- 
with transmit to your Lordship) he said he could produce a shipmate who had also 
been an eye-witness of the kidnapping of the negroes, and who could testify to the 
truth of his deposition. 

I sent for the man, and had Etienne Jean’s declaration carefully translated to him. 
He asserted it to be true in every particular, and willingly affixed his mark to the 
document. 

Wishing for still further corroboration I set inquiries on foot, and learned that the 
six negroes had been conveyed from the “ Africa” to the house of Messrs. Lakermance 
and Company, merchants, of St. Denis, and from thence taken, under the charge of a crecle 
called Jean Baptiste, to the estate of Messrs. Desgardin and Maureau, in the district of 
Saint Paul. 

T also wrote to Mr. Pakenham, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tamatave, a confidential 
letter, begging him to inquire at Fénérive whether the abduction of the negroes was 
known and commented upon at that pete and should his answer be in the affirmative 
the evidence against Captain Alard will be complete. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


[44 * tte eg  cyrng ae ee Sal 


735, 


10 
No. 8. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 60. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, September 11, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 9th instant the French 
schooner “ Bretagne,” of 78 tons, Captain Lussan, master, arrived here from Tullear with a 
general cargo, and eight African negroes. 

The negroes were conveyed yesterday to the house of the owner of the vessel, 
M. Guilhon, merchant, Saint Denis, where they are at present. 

I hear that they are likely to be sold to a _ of this town. 

av 
(Signed) 


e, 


Ce 
GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





Inclosure in No. &. 
Deposition of Etienne Jean. 


THIS day appeared before me, Gerald Raoul Perry, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul in the Island of Réunion, Etienne Jean, sailor, who declared as follows :— 

That about two months ago he shipped at Port Louis, on board the French vessel 
“* Africa,” Captain Alard, master, and that three days after his engagement the “ Africa ” 
sailed for the coast of Madagascar. 

That they discharged cargo at Mahonoroo and Tamatave, and then proceeded to 
Fénérive to sbip rice for Réunion. 

That after their arrival at Fénérive six negroes from the shore were engaged to assist 
in getting in the rice, coming off in the morning, and going on shore in the evening. 

That on the day previous to leaving Fénérive the master of the “ Africa” refused to 
allow the six negroes from the shore to land, and by force confined them in the hold. 
There the negroes referred to were detained until the “ Africa” had been three days at 
sea, when they were let out to assist in working the ship. 

That on the day after the arrival of the ‘ Africa” at St. Denis, the 18th of August, 
two of the negroes (natives of Africa) were landed under the charge of a person from 
shore, and that a boat came off later in the day to fetch on shore the remaining four 
negroes ; these men were natives of Madagascar. 

The appearer having made the foregoing declaration, and it having been clearly 
explained to him, solemnly declared that \a.. ue had stated was true, and that the six 
negroes had been unlawfully brought away from Fénérive by the master of the ‘‘ Africa.” _ 

(Signed) ETIENNE JEAN, his mark. 
Witnesses : \ 
(Signed) Tuos. Rosertson. 
M. Ramasamy Cuetry. 


Signed and sworn in my presence, this 26th day of August, 1875. 
(Signed) Geratp Raout Perry, \ 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 
\ 


The foregoing declaration having been read to another discharged sailor from the 
Africa,” named Adolphe Nell, he also solemnly declared that the facts herein mentioned 
were true, and signed his name thereto. - 
. (Signed) ADOLPHE NELL, his * mark. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) Tasos. Rossrtson. 
M. Ramasamy Cuertry. 


Signed and sworn in my presence, this 26th day of August, 1875, 
(Signed) Gerarp’ Raovt Perry, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 
Réunion, September 3, 1875. 
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No.9. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received November 8.) 


(No. 66. Confidential.) ; 
My Lord, Réunion, October 4, 1875. 
REFERRING to my despatch No. 58, Confidential, of the 7th of September, I 
herewith have the honour to transmit your Lordship copy of the letter which I addressed 
Her Majesty's Consul at Tamautave on the 27th of August, and his reply thereto dated 
September 16. 

= As — Mr. Pakenham’s suggestion that I should furnish him with a certificate 
from the Custom-house officers at St. Denis of the due landing of the six kidnapped 
negroes, I venture to submit to your Lordship that such a p ing would be impracti- 
cable even had I not received instructions from your Lordship to avoid making any 
representations on the subject of negro traffic to bo —— authorities. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 9. 


Consul Perry to Consul Pakenham. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Réunion, August 27, 1875. 

TWO persons deposed upon oath before me yesterday that on or about the 17th of 
last month, Captain Alard, the master of the French vessel “‘ Africa,” kidnapped six negroes 
(two of whom were natives of Africa and four of Madagascar) at Fénérive, and proceeded 
with them to Réunion, where they were duly landed. 

The deponents further stated that this act of kidnapping must be known to every one 
at Fénérive, as the negroes had been for several days employed in shipping a cargo of rice 
on board the “ Africa ;” and I therefore beg that you will kindly cause a strict inquiry to 
be made into this matter. 

I may add that this case requires delicate handling, as Lord Derby does not wish this, 
or any other fact in connexion with negro traffic, to be brought under the notice of the 
French authorities at present. - 

ave & 


Cc. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


P.S.—I trust that I may receive an early reply to this communication. 
G. R. P. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 9. 


Consul Pakenham to Consul Perry. 
gata 


. Tamatave, September 16, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 11th instant, of your com- 
munication, dated the 27th ultimo, touching certain acts of kidnapping committed by 
M. Alard, master of the French schooner “ Africa,” in July last, whereby six negroes 
are said to have been carried off from Madagascar by that vessel and landed at Réunion, 
and requesting me to cause a strict inquiry to be made into the matter. 

In reply, I beg to state that the “ Africa” being under the French flag, any’ official 
investigation into\ the case in question must necessarily be instituted and carried on by 
and through French Consular authority in Madagascar, and I would therefore suggest, 
prior to referring this case to wee aoe ee ae kindly obtain and transmit to me 
a erg sag from the Custom-house authorities at St. Denis of the due landing of these 

in Réunion. ‘ 

I may mention that the rumour as to this kidnapping was reported by me to the 
Foreign cay Nests Luk iel suaiee Se ee eee 
obtain, as the parties best-able to furnish it are interested in suppressing the truth. ; 
_, Under thege oiroumstances, and in presence of the fact that efficient Consular super- 
vision can be exercised over foreign vessels at any distance from Tamatave, the 
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only available checks against similar abuses must necessarily be imposed at the Réunion, 

where the French authorities, by the exercise of ordinary vigilance, have it in their 

power to discover and punish offences such as those — “4 M. Alard 
ave, &c 





(Signed) T. C. PAKENHAM. 
No. 10. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received December 11.) 
(No. 72.) 
My Lord Réunion, November 10, 1875. 


? 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, on the 8th instant, Her Majesty's 
ship ‘‘ Lynx,’ Commander Campbell, arrived off this island from the Cape of Good Hope, 
en route to Zanzibar, for which place she left yesterday evening. 

I called upon the Acting Governor and chief authorities with Captain Campbell, 
and they seemed much pleased with the attention. 

The accidental visit of this vessel has had a good effect, and caused considerable 
alarm in the minds of those persons who are engaged in the illicit traffic of negroes, as 
they are aware that the ‘“‘ Lynx” is on her way to reinforce the squadron for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa. 

This uncomfortable feeling was rather augmented among the persons referred to by 
the fact that on the very day of the arrival of the “ Lynx,” twelve negroes had been 
landed at St. Denis from the French vessel “ Marie Caroline.” 

If the Admirals on the China and East India Stations could be instructed to order 
such of Her Majesty’s vessels of war as may be in the vicinity of this island to commu- 
nicate with the Consul here, I venture to express the opinion that it would tend to increase 
his moral influence with the authorities, and thus contribute indirectly to aid him in pro- 
tecting the 45,000 British subjects confided to his cure, and perhaps prove instrumental in 
partially checking the traffic in negroes carried on with this island under the French flag. 

I had a lengthy conversation with Captain Cempbell regarding the slave traffic in 
Madagascar, and he was good enough to say that the information I had supplied him would 
prove of great use in the event of his being sent to cruize after slavers in Madagascar 
waters. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





No. 11. 


Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received December 11.) 


(No. 73. Confidential.) 


My Lord, Réunion, November 10, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the arrival at St. Denis from Tullear, 
Madagascar, on the 5th instant, of the French vessel “ Marie Caroline,” with a cargo of 
merchandize, ten full-grown negroes, and two boys. 

These men would appear to be natives of Sakalave country, and to have been purchased 
at Tullear for powder and shot from the Chiefs of that district. 

Although the “ Marie Caroline” arrived on the 5th of this month, the negroes were 
not landed until the 8th instant, and, I believe, the authorities cognizant of their introduc- 
tion into the Colony. On landing, the negroes were taken to the house of the consignee 
and part-owner of the vessel that conveyed them here, and I conclude they will be sold to 
the highest bidder, in due course of time. 7 

This Traffic, my Lord, is of so disgraceful a nature, and such a gross violation of the 
Convention of 1861, that I cannot conceive how the chief authorities of this island, who 
profess to be honourable men, can countenance it for a moment. 

As regards the Captain of the Port, and the Medical Boarding Officer at St. Denis, if 
the French Government eventually determine to put this shameful Traffic down, 1 would 
respectfully suggest the removal of the above-mentioned officers to some other Colony ; 
for unless an example is made among the officials of Réunion for aiding and abetting 
such illegal proceedings, there can be no hope of any cessation in the commerce of 
negroes. 
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I take this occasion of transmitting your Lordship an extract from the Mauritius 
* Commercial Gazette” of the 14th of October, which contains an account of the Slave 


Trade in Madagascar, 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


P.S. November 13, 1875.—I have just heard that the ten negroes referred to above 
were purchased by M. Pierre Dehaulme, broker of St. Denis, on account of M. Dussac, 
planter of St. Leu, on the 10th instant, and that they have been forwarded to their new 
master, but I am unable to discover what amount was paid for them. The two boys 
would seem not to have been disposed of by Messrs. Aubert and Co. 





Inclosure in No. 11. 
Extract from the “ Mauritius Commercial Gazette” of October 14, 1875. 
Mapacasoan, 
(From our Special Correspondent.) 


Antananarivo, September 17, 1875. 

LAST October a proclamation was made by the Queen to the effect that any Mozam- 
biques who had been brought into the country since the time of the making of the Treaty 
would be considered free, and that any one retaining such persons as slaves should be put 
into chains for ten years, 

Now it is a well-known fact, that great numbers are continually brought into the 
country, Sir Bartle Frére estimates that from 6,000 to 8,000 are annually imported into 
Madagascar. If that is so (and many of us think this a very moderate estimate) a great 
number should be freed at once. But there is not a single case in which slaves have been 
freed as far as we in Antananarivo know of. 

None are more anxious for a thorough regard for the Treaty than the Queen and 
Prime Minister ; and the majority of the officers of the palace are one at heart with them. 
But there is good evidence that Rainimaharavo, the Chief Secretary of State, is at the 
bottom of this business. When Messrs. Lang and Muir were on the west coast of 
Madagascar trading, they saw large numbers of slaves imported, and when the subjects of 
the Queen were asked why they meddled in the wretched traffic they replied that they 
were aides-de-camp of Rainimaharavo, Chief Secretary of State. 

Amongst the natives this is well known; but there are none here who are bold enough 
to accuse such a great man, though the great majority of the people, who see that he is 
bringing the kingdom into disgrace and trouble, are wishing that it may be made known to 
the Queen and Prime Minister from outside. And I hope you will take note of this fact ; 
for the “‘Commercial Gazette” is read in the palace. 

To Mr. Pakenham, the Consul at Tamatave, it has often been reported by natives 
that the Secretary of State is guilty of encouraging the Arabs to bring Mozambiques into 
this country ; but the great difficulty is to prove him guilty ; for they are terrible shufflers, 
and no doubt the Secretary of State would put it on to his aide-de-camp. 

With reference to my subject, [ forward you a copy of statement sent to Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul for M r. 

Ata meeting of the Missionaries of the London Missio Society and of the Friends’ 
Foreign Mission Association, resident in Antananarivo, held on Thursday, September 
the 2nd, 1875, the accompanying statement was presented and the following resolution 

assed :— 
~s On Monday, August 30th, 1875, having received very reliable intelligence that 
there we aig nla 2 the house i yee Arab traders, a number of 

oung Mozambique slaves who were unacquainted with the Malagasy language, Mesers. 
Kingdon, Street and Sewell went to these houses to ascertain the aan circumstances of 
the case, and to inform the Government of Madagascar of the fact, Messrs Ki 
and Street went direct to the houses of the Arabs and there found fifteen Mozambiques 
(eight boys and seven girls) only a few of whom could speak » and these few 
spoke it very imperfectly. They ascertained from the slaves that had but latel 
been brought over from Zanzibar. They were told by the Hova residing in the adjoining 
houses that they had been in the town for about six weeks; and also that they had 
sold. 

j441) E 
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Whilst Messrs. Kingdon and Street were making these inquiries, and a, watch 
over the Mozambiques lest they should be secretly removed to another place, Mr. Sewell 
had gone to give information to Ravoninahitriniarvo, 15 honours, Off. de Pol. (sic.), 
of what he had heard. Ravoninahitriniarvo thanked him very politely for the information 
given, and at once ordered nine officers to accompany Mr. Sewell to the houses where 
— Mozambiques were lodged, to keep guard over them, and to report to him what 
they saw. , 

Mr. Sewell also wrote to Ravoninahitriniarvo in the name of his companions and 
himself, stating the facts of the case, and expressing their and his surprise that these 
Mozambiques should have been so long in the town without the Government having 
known of it. He reminded Ravoninahitriniarvo of the Kabarry (Proclamation) of the 
Queen in October last, of the pleasure some of the missionaries had had in sending 
information of it to their friends in England, and of the disgrace it would be to the nation 
if it should be known that Mozambiques lately brought over from Africa were still allowed 
to be brought to the capital for sale. He further entreated the Government to act 
promptly and decidedly both as to the Mozambiques and those that had brought them. 

hen the officers sent by Ravoninahitriniarvo had taken their report to him, the 
fifteen Mozambiques, together with the Arabs who had brought them to the capital, were 
summoned into the presence of Rainimaharavo, Secretary of State. They have heard 
nothing about them directly since then. 
(Signed) Joseru S. SeweE.u. 
AxsraHaM Kinepon. 
Louis Srreet. 


Resolved—* That this meeting, having heard the statement presented by Messrs. Sewell, 
Kingdom, and Street, and considering that the matter to which it refers is one which 
should be made known to the British Consul, recommends that a copy of the same be 
forwarded to the Consulate at once by a special messenger.” 

There were present at the meeting—Messrs. W. E. Cousins (Chairman), J. S. Sewell, 
B. Briggs, A. Kingdon, J. Wills, C. Jukes, J. Parrett, H. E. Clark, J. C. Thorne, 
J. Richardson, J. A. Houlder, W. Johnson, L, Street, T. Lord, W. C. Pickersgill, J. Reilly. 
The meeting would have been much larger but for the short notice given, so that some 
were unavoidably absent. 








No. 12. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 7, 1876.) 


(No. 80. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, December 10, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a letter addressed by 
Captain Hunt Ward of Her Majesty’s ship “ Thetis,” to Rear-Admiral Macdonald, Com- 
mander-in-chief on the East India station, having reference to the traffic in negroes carried 
on by French vessels between Réunion and Madagascar, as also copy of a despatch which I 
have this day addressed to Captain Ward, in reply to the covering letter of the despatch 
referred to above. 

Your Lordship will please to observe that Her Majesty’s vessels-of-war are in the 
neighbourhood of Tullear, and that they have given chase to, and overhauled a French 
vessel. It is also reported that two dhows had to effect their escape by running on shore, 
and that two vessels carrying the French flag had been captured. 

These active measures, my Lord, may have a beneficial effect, as they have very much 
alarmed the merchants and masters of vessels engaged in the Traffic of Slaves. 

I am, moreover, informed that the Immigration Chief and his employés accept presents 
ofmoney from the merchants who carry on the Slave Trade, and that they at times raise 
difficulties in consenting to draw up engagements if fees are not forthcoming. I believe 
this information to be strictly correct, but I can furnish no proof. 

In conclusion, I may state that I have reason to believe that this Administration, in 
anticipation of being eventually called upon for an explanation, has addressed the French 
Government a letter jusufying the commerce in slaves. 

They have used as an argument the illogical reasoning that as the Colony of Natal 
has entered into a contract with the Portuguese on the East Coast of Africa for the intro- 
duction of black emigrants into their Colony, there can be no cause to condemn this 
Administration for following the same course here, thus entirely ignoring the first 
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principles of the Convention of 1861, and forgetting their obligations to her Majesty’s 
Government. ph 
ve, 


&o. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 12. 


Consul Perry to Captain Ward. 
Confidential.) 
ir, St. Denis, Réunion, December 10, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 12th instant 
inclosing me a copy of a letter which you had addressed to Rear-Admiral Macdonald with 
reference to the traffic in negroes carried on by French vessels between this Island and 
Madagascar, and I beg to thank you for the interesting information you have been good 
a convey to me. 

French schooner “ Africa,” to which you allude in your letter to Admiral 
Macdonald, has not yet arrived off this roadstead, and it is “ rted”’ that she put back 
to Nossi-Bé, in consequence of having been chased by one of Her Majesty’s cruisers, and 
her master having gone mad; another report says that she returned to Nossi-Bé on 
account of sickness having broken out on board. 

The “Etienne et Laurence,” belonging to Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy, merchants, 
Réunion, arrived here from Tullear, west coast of Madagascar, on Saturday the 4th instant, 
without any negroes on board, contrary tu her custom. 

I learn that this vessel whilst on her way from Mozambique to Tullear, with negroes 
for Réunion, was chased by one of Her Majesty’s vessels of war, but she was enabled to 
land her cargo of negroes at Tullear before our vessel came up with her. 

The slaves were immediately sent into the interior. 

It would appear that the cruizer afterwards overhauled the “ Etienne et Laurence ” 
whilst on her way from Tullear to Réunion, but finding no negroes, allowed her to 


The “Etienne et Laurence,” Captain Rougier, is the most notorious of the slave 
vessels running between this Island and Madagascar ; and Tullear and its neighbourhood 
is the rendezvous for all persons connected with the Slave Trade in South Madagascar, 
whether whites or Arabs. 

The French authorities in Réunion are aware that this traffic is going on, and although 
it is a gross violation of the Convention of 1861, they give it every encouragement. 

I beg that you will allow me to state that “‘ ebony-wood,” or “ bois d’ébéne,”~is the 
cant term for a negro in these parts. 

Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Lynx,” Commander Campbell, called here for fresh provisions 
on the 8th of November, on her way to Zanzibar, and I furnished Captain Campbell with 
. information concerning the Slave Traffic. 

If Her Majesty's ships would occasionally visit ‘this Island and place themselves in 
communication with me, it could not but be productive of much good, and indirectly tend 
to the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I may add that, in order to avoid hurricanes, Her Majesty’s ships should not call here 
except between the months of May and November. 

T inclose you a list of the ships in the habit of running slaves to Réunion. 


Trusting that you will kindly communicate with me from time to time on the subject 
of the Slave Traffic with Réunion, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 12. 
Captain Ward to Rear-Admiral Macdonald. 


Sir, “ Thetis,” Da Bay, October 26, 1875. 

SIEVE Defeevehecte Adesenity litter 6, sihanes , of the 7th of June last, 
fice, together of extracts of a letter from the 

Réunion, respecting the Traffic in Slaves to that Island, carried on by the French schooners 

“Décidée” and “Clémence,” I haye the honour to that since Her Majesty’s ship 
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under my command has been lying at this port, I have received confidentially the following 
information from private sources. 

2. There are three schooners, two of them painted black, running between Nossi Bé 
and “Réunion” with ebony wood. The “ Décidée,” “ Africa,” and “ Bretagne,” all of 
which are believed to carry slaves, which are bought at Nossi Bé for 60 dollars, and 
are sold at Réunion (where they are landed one at a time, the cargo never being a large 
one) for 160 dollars. The “Clémence” is not known at Nossi Bé. The “ Africa” sailed 
from the anchorage at Hellville, where she had been lying for several days, on the 19th 
instant, for Réunion, with fourteen slaves on board. As this was notorious at Nossi Bé, 
it can scarcely have been unknown to the authorities. 

3. The “ Thetis’” interpreter, who was sent to Nossi Bé to obtain general informa- 
tion respecting the Slave ‘Trade, reports that this schooner, which was on the 18th instant 
taking in water at the eastern extreme of the Hellville anchorage, off the house of 
Mesers. Oswald and Company, German merchants, had brought twelve slaves from Passan- 
dava Bay, and that during the night of the 18th she received some more in canoes 
from Nossi Bé. 

4. The “Thetis’” interpreter also reports that a French schooner, name unknown, 
belonging to a M. Somata, who lives at Mona Bay, near Mayinterano, which is in latitude 
18° 10” south, longitude 44’ 2” east, is constantly employed in running slaves trom Mona 
Bay to Réunion. M. Samata obtains the earliest information of cargoes of slaves landed by 
dhows at Mayinterano and Pamburano, or other places on the West Coast, from which he 
fills up his schooner for the supply of the Réunion market. 

5. Aukifi, latitude 13’ 31” south, longitude 48’ 21” east, and Kisomani, marked Barra- 
rata on chart, latitude 13’ 23” south, longitude 48’ 6” east, are the most notorious ports of 
import for slaves in the vicinity of Nossi Bé. 

Directly a landing takes place at either of these places information is sent to Nossi 
Bé, and the French planters go over to buy the adult male portion of the cargo as 
engagés. 

i Paragraphs 3 and 4 are communicated by the ‘‘Thetis’” interpreter, who is not 
altogether to be depended upon, more especially as regards details, which are very difficult 
to obtain with accuracy from an Arab. It will he observed, however, that these are, in 
some respect, corroborated by other evidence, and I have little doubt that it may be 
broadly stated the French settlements out here give strong indirect encouragement to 
the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. HUNT WARD. 


P.S.—I have not been able to obtain the exact position of Mona Bay, which is on the 
west coast of Madagascar, south of Mayinterano. A copy of this letter will be sent from 
Seychelles to Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion. 

T. H. W. 





No. 13. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received February 5.) 


(No. 1. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, January 1, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit your Lordship copy of a mysterious letter addressed 
by some person at Mozambique to the Portuguese Consul at Saint Denis, who is a Creole ; 
and which Mr. Elton, the new Consul on the East Coast of Africa, transmitted me for 
perusal previous to delivery. 

Your Lordship will remark that the notorious slaver, “ Etienne et Laurence,” Captain 
Rosier, belonging to Messrs. Lauratet and Le Roy, is well known on the African coast, 
and in March last she seems to have run a large cargo of negroes. This same vessel 
returned to Tullear about a fortnight ago, and | learn that the different persons — 
in the Slave Trade propose to ship cattle for Réunion, and to allege, if overhauled by Her 
Majesty's cruisers, that the negroes on board are in charge of the bullocks. 

By reference to my despatch No. 51 of the 21st of July last, your Lordship will 
please observe that as M. La Borde, the Ordonnateur, says that there is no law which 
regulates in France the number of men necessary for forming the crew of a merchant 
vessel, it will be very easy for the slave dealers to equivocate, and pass into this island any 
number of negroes on the pretext that they are guardians of the cattle. If this plan is, 
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adopted, it will be still more difficult for me to discover whether the slavers bring men into 
the island, for the authorities will readily screen the guilty parties. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) | GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 





Inclosure in No. 13. 
M. d’Allaguesez to M. Morin. 


JE vous accuse, Monsieur, réception de votre honorée du mois de Mars écoulé, et j’ai 
été vraiment surpris de vous y voir me remerciant l’envoi de deux petits Cafres, attendu 
que jamais je ne vous en avais expédié; j’ai accepté ces remerciments pour ainsi dire 
comme un reproche de ma négligence A satisfaire votre demande ou comme un memorandum, 
mais la difficulté d’obtenir des passeports du Gouvernement ici, et la grave responsabilité 
qui pise sur tout celui qui embarque des négres, me fit un devoir de m’abstenir du plaisir 
de vous étre utile dans cette occasion ; chose d’ailleurs bien facile, ou qu’il y a beaucoup 
de Cafres et que leur valeur ici est a peine de vingt 4 quarante francs; d’ailleurs je n’étais 
point a la ville quand le Capitaine Rosier arriva 4 Quilimane. 

Tandis que je m’abstenais d’expédier ces deux négres un vieil habitué de la traite, 
A. J. de la Cruz Coimbra, connu a votre place pour ses gentillesses ou escroqueries, 
ne fit point scrupule d’embarquer hors la barre aprés le depart de “ I’Etienne et Laurence” 
cinquante négres; et sachant, je ne sais comment, vous en désiriez, sit je présume tirer 
parti de cette circonstance pour en faire au besoin une preuve de l’embarquement fait par 
moi, et dans ce but vous en fit l’envoi en mon nom. 

Les autorités s’occupent aujourd’hui par ordre du Ministére de ce chargement et j'ai 
donc recours a votre obligeance pour m’aider 4 démasquer cet infame calomniateur, et pour 
cela je vous serais bien reconnaissant si vous pouvez me fournir quelques documents 
diment légalisés de maniére a faire foi par devant le Tribunal. Les deux Cafres que vous 
avez recu, faute d’autres, qui ont probablement été provisoirement débarqués 4 Madagascar, 
pourront aider a faire jour dans toute cette intrigue. L’on sait déja ici comme tout ce 
chargement a eu lieu et il ne manque que quelque document officiel pour pouvoir traduire 
le coupable devant les Tribunaux, ce dont je ne m’occuperais sil n’avait taché de faire 
peser toute la responsabilité sur moi, Francisco de Paula, Marco da Gama et J. C. 
Chiluichy. 

Nous avons déja quelques temoinages a l’appui, et compte maintenant sur les 
documents demandés que j’espére vous obtiendrez, au moins en faisant faire interzoger les 
deux Cafres qui vous ont été expédiés, ne regardant point aux frais, qui je serai heureux de 
vous faire rembourser. 

Je vous fais d’avance mes plus sincéres remerciments, et veuillez agréer, Monsieur, 
avec mes regrets de la peine que je vous, &c., 

(Signé) E. PIMENTA D’ALLAGUEZEZ. 


Liinfluence que M. A. J. de Cruz Coimbra a sur quelques autorités et sa méfiance 
naturelle de quelque lettre qui me vienne adressée de Bourbon me force a vous prier de 
m’envoyer les documents ou réponse a celle-ci sous l'adresse, en seconde enveloppe, a 
M. Miguel Augustus dos Santos Severino, D. des Douanes, Mozambique, afin qu’ils 
pussent me parvenir. 

P.S.—Cette intrigue me tondant (?) victime d’une infamie et pouvant faire peser sur 
moi de graves responsabilités et des conséquences sérieuses, surtout dans une ville comme 
Quilimane, od domine l’intrigue, ot Cruz Coimbra est tout puissant, et le chargement fait 
“couta mita” avec son neveu le Gouverneur, je ne compte que sur l’efficacité des documents 
demandés, sdr qu’un homme d’honneur comme vous, joignant l’obligeance & une pro- 
verbiale probité, s’efforcera & faire triompher l’innocence, et vous aurez acquis le droit a 
toute la reconnaissance de votre, &¢. 

E. P. D’A. 
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No. 14. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—( Received March 1., 


(No. 2. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, January 25, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the arrival at St. Denis, on the 
14th instant, of the French brig ‘Saint Augustin,” of 233 tons, Captain Rault, 
Messrs. L. Aubert and Co. owners, from Tullear, Madagascar, having on board twelve 
negroes, viz., eleven men and one boy, for sale in this market. 

On the following day they were landed, and conveyed to the house of M. Moltet, 
No. 90, Rue de la Réunion, one of the partners of the above-named firm, and on the 
22nd I am informed that they were forwarded to the property of a planter at Saint Leu, 
called Dehaulme, or Deshommes, who, it would appear, purchased them from Messrs. 
Aubert and Co. I was unable to learn what price the planter paid for the negroes. 

The “ Etienne et Laurence” and “Clémence” have lately both sailed for Tullear, and 
it is surmised they will return here with slaves. 

Your Lordship will please remark that the Slave Traffic meets with encourage- 
ment from all the Governors, and that Governor de Lormel, Acting Governor La Borde, 
and the present Governor, M. Faron, appear equally willing to give it their support. 

It is evident that the Governor, the Director of the Interior, the Commissaire 
d’Immigration, the Captain of the Port, and the Sanitary Officer, are one and all directly 
implicated in the Slave Trade. As for the three last-named officials, 1 have not the least 
doubt in my own mind that they receive advantage from the introduction of negroes— 
either in coin or in presents. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 


P.S.—I have this day learned that the “ Saint Augustin” landed four more negroes at 
Saint Leu, who had been ostensibly retained on board as seamen. The negroes in question 
were brought to St. Denis on the 2nd instant, and are now at the house of M. Moltet. 


G. R. P. 
St. Denis, February 4, 1876. 





No. 15. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—(Received April 3.) 


{No. 3. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Réunion, February 24, 1876. 

REFERRING to my despatches Nos. 58 and 80 of the 7th September and the 
10th of December last, | have the honour to furnish your Lordship with the following 
particulars in connection with the arrest of Captain Alard, of the French vessel 
« Africa” :— , 

It would appear that about the 19th of October last the “Africa” left Nossi Bé, 
Madagascar, for Réunion, with fourteen negroes on board, and that shortly after her 
departure she met with an English war-vessel, on which she went about, and made all sail 
for Nossi Bé. It is said that, on her arrival there, the Commandant sent on board to 
inquire the cause of hgr sudden return, and received a reply from Captain Alard that he 
had come back to Jand some negroes who had been employed in loeinee the vessel. 
Unfortunately for him, the British war-vessel in pursuit dropped anchor in the harbour 
whilst the alleged inquiry was going on, and her captain informed the Commandant that 
he had met the ‘‘ Africa” in the open sea en route for this island, and that directly she had 
seen the man-of-war she had done everything in her power to escape. 

On this the Commandant of Nossi Bé arrested Captain Alard, and lodged him in 
prison, and appointed a person to take charge of the vessel. 

It would seem that all these circumstances were well known to the consignees at 
Saint Denis when I wrote to your Lordship in December last, and the report was circulated 
in the town that Captain Alard had become insane, and another man called Le Merle had 
been sent from Réunion to fill his place. | 

On the 9th instant the “ Africa” arrived here consigned to the Governor, and having 
on board Captain Alard as a prisoner, sent to undergo his trial for the Traffic in Negroes, 
by order of the Commandant of Nossi Bé. - Captain Alard was placed in prison and daily 


\, 


19 


interrogated by the authorities, and subsequently set at liberty on the ground of non lieu, 
that is, that the proofs against him were insufficient ; but I learn that he has since been 
forced to give bail, and that the authorities are much embarrassed as to what is to be done 
in the matter, for a public trial would necessarily entail unpleasant disclosures, and 
implicate, besides the slave-dealing community, officials of both high and low rank. I am, 
however, of opinion that the case will be hushed up on various pretexts, and that 
Captain Alard will resume his command, and the Traffic in Negroes wi 
as ever. 

The “ Africa” also brought eight negroes, who, on arrival, were sent to the lazaret, 
and are at present detained at the “Atelier de discipline.” Whether they are here as 
witnesses or for sale does not yet appear. 

If a public trial is held, I shall endeavour to have the case watched; but the only 
person whom I could employ on such a business is so alarmed that I doubt whether he 
will consent to attend the trial, for he is unfortunately already suspected of having supplied 
me with information. 

As it is generally surmised in Réunion that I have been the means of exposing the 
Slave Trade with Madagascar, and of being also the cause of the unusual activity displayed 
by Her Majesty’s cruizers in Madagascar waters, a vindictive feeling has been aroused 
against me in the minds, not only of the authorities, but of the slave-dealing community 
generally, who fear the exposure of the Slave Trade, as it would deprive them of the 
principal source of their incomes. They therefore look upon the British Consul as the 
only obstacle in the way of the Slave Trade, knowing that the Administration, so far from 
opposing, protect and encourage it. Moreover, were it not that they feel me to be on the 
watch, the present affair would doubtless be more easily disposed of. 

Your Lordship may, perhaps, be enabled to realize my peculiarly exposed position, 
which is aggravated by the supposition here that I am acting on my own responsibility. 


go on as briskly 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 
No. 16. 
Consul Perry to the Earl of Derby.—({Received April 3.) 
No. 4.) 
y Lord, Réunion, March 1, 1876. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that during the hurricane of the 19th 
ultimo the notorious slaver “Etienne et Laurence,” Captain Roziers, master, Messrs. 
Lauratet and Le Roy, owners, on her return from Madagascar came into collision with 
another French vessel off St. Denis, and sank immediately. 

i le Roziers and crew (with the exception of two seamen) were lost with 
the ship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ~ GERALD RAOUL PERRY. 
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH HER MAJESTY’S CONSUL AT MOZAMBIQUE. 





No. 17, 


Mr. Lister to Consul Elton. 
(No. 3. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1875. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you the accompanying extracts 
from a despatch, dated the Ist ultimo, from her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, reporting 
that he is credibly informed that shipments of negroes have for some years been made from 
the Mozambique coasts for transport to Madagascar, and thence to Réunion, and that the 
French authorities are cognisant of these proceedings. 

This traffic, according to Mr. Perry’s informants, is carried on in French vessels, and 
I am to instruct you to use your best endeavours to ascertain whether French vessels are 
in the habit of transporting negroes in the manner asserted, and if so in what manner the 
negroes are procured, and how the traffic is carried on; and, if possible, you will obtain 
and oe confidentially the particulars of any embarcations that have been made on 
board French ships, the names of the vessels and their owners, the numbers embarked, 
and their destination. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 18. 
Consul Elton to the Earl of Derby.—(Received August 23.) 


(No. 15. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Mozambique, July 22, 1875. 

{N reply to No. 3, Confidential, of June 3rd, transmitting me extracts from 
a despatch of Ist May last, from Her Majesty's Consul at Réunion, I beg to state, for 
your Lordship’s information, that I have known for some time that slaves are frequently 
conveyed in French vessels from various ports on the west coast of Madagascar to French 
ports, under an exactly similar system to that described by Consul Perry; but I am 
unable, at present, to substantiate that French vessels have latterly taken on board negroes 
from the sea-board of this Province. 

Mahua slaves, my Lord, are, I suspect almost always in the first instance run by the 
Arabs and Mujoges, or Comoro people, from such notorious rivers as Kivolane, Umfusi, 
Moma, Quizungo, from Fernan Veloso Bay, and the numerous islands scattered on this 
coast, landed at Madagascar, and sold to the Sakalavas. for bullocks (ten bullocks being 
the present price for a healthy slave), the bullocks are then sold at any of the French 
settlements, Comoros, Johanna, or on the East African coast, at from 11. to 2/. 10s. a head, 
and, if practicable, a fresh venture made with the profits, whilst in many instances it is 
currently reported, and very generally believed, picked batches of the slaves are resold to 
French agents, and conveyed, under the title of “ libre émigrés,” in small craft, under the 
French flag, to French settlements, where the process described by Consul Perry, of regis- 
tration for teu years’ service, &c., is gone through. 

Wherever there are French settlements, in fact, my Lord, there is, in this part of the 
world, a demand for Mahua labour. The French planter is not a good master, and cannot 

rsuade his black neighbours to work for him in the way that an English colonist can. 
The latter may be the roughest of the two, but he knows what work should be done, and 
when that work is once done is satisfied; the former is incessantly “ nagging ” at his men, 
and interfering even when the daily labour is over, besides paying wretched wages, and 
being closer-fisted than the latter. The want of labour is then the universal outcry in 
this part of the world, from Mohilla, Nossi Bé, and Mayotte, as well as from Réunion, and 
ublic opinion reports from time to time such ventures as the one Consul Perry describes 
bate made with large profits. It would, however, be impossible to collect positive 
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evidence upon which such a charge could be proved to the satisfaction of the French 
Government without careful and correct information collected on the West Coast of Mada- 
gascar by one of Her Majesty’s vessels of light draught, specially instructed to ferret out 
the movements of such craft as the “Clémence” and “ Décidée.” 

With regard to the movements of the “ Décidée,” I have as yet been unable to gather 
any particulars. Her cruise must, however, have been confined to the Madagascar coast, 
for I have searched through all the shipping lists of the ports of the Portuguese possessions, 
which are correctly kept and published every week in the Government “ Gazette.” 

The “Clémence” appears from the extracts from the “ Boletim Officiel” to have first 
called at Mozambique, and then proceeded to Quilimane, from which port she cleared for 
Réunion. If then Consul Perry can subsequently substantiate that the ‘Clémence” 
conveyed slaves on this occasion to Réunion, unless she deviated from her route, it would 
be certain slaves must have been shipped at Quilimane; and it is more probable that 
such shipment was made, because she must after clearing at the Custom-house, have 
proceeded down the river, and anchored at Tangalane Point before crossing the river, and 
remained there, very likely for several days, awaiting a fair wind and favourable oppor- 
tunity. 

Slaves would be easily bought in the town, conveyed down in boats, and shipped at 
night, without anyone but the parties who were immediately concerned being any the 
wiser of the matter; from the town to the point being a distance of twelve miles. The 
locality, as your Lordship knows, has always been a notorious one for Slave Trade, and 
when it is borne in mind that to a population of about 150 whites there are about 9,000 
(“ libertos ”’ ? and) slaves, that their value is trifling at the present moment, owing to the 
general conviction that the time for the abolition of slavery is drawing near, there would 
only appear, in the way of the “ Clémence”’ having a shipment, but one difficulty—her 
papers and clearance of 17th April (vide inclosure) state that she sailed with only ten 
sailors on board, and no passengers. Would she run the risk of carrying slaves from a 
civilized port, or would she not prefer purchasing them at Madagascar, and there have 
them written as passengers on a native clearance, which is, I believe, the usual course 
adopted ? 

I have the honour to inclose copy of note with inclosures which I addressed to the 
Governor-General on the subject, and in reply to which his Excellency informed me, he 
has already written ‘‘ confidentially,” to the Governor of Quilimane and Custom-house 
for full information of the ‘ Clémence’s” doings, and I shall report to your Lordship at a 
future date, with what result. 

I have also, through some British-Indian subjects, instituted a private inquiry on the 
same subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. ELTON. 


P.S.—The inclosure to Governor-General was written after a personal interview, at 
which everything had been previously discussed. 
‘ F, L. 





Inclosure in No. 18. 
Consul Elton to the Governor-General of Mozambique. 


Mozambique, July 12, 1875. 

HER Britannic Majesty’s Consul has the honour to forward extracts from Confiden- 
tial Report regarding the ‘‘ Clémence,” together with notes from the “ Boletim Officiel,” 
which show the vessel in question was at Quilimane in March-April last. 

Any details of her proceedings which could be obtained confidentially from Quili- 
mane would be of the greatest possible utility in suppressing the abuse of the French 
flag, and would be highly appreciated by the British Government. 

(Signed) F. ELTON. 


Inclosure 1 (marked ‘ Confidential ”) contained short extracts from Consul Perry’s 
report regarding “ Clémence,” with remark “the details may be slightly incorrect, but the 
main facts as thus stated are believed to be true.”—F.E. 
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Inclosure 2. Extracts ‘ Boletim Officiel” of Mozambique. 
Gazette, April 3. 

Ships entered.—15 March, ‘“‘ Clémence” from St. Denis, 


Gazette, April 10. 


Ships cleared.—17 March, “Clémence,” French craft, Captain Perigault, 152 tons, 
for Quilimane with various merchandise; 10 crew, 2 passengers. 





Gasette, May 8. 


Quilimane Bar. Ships entered.—25 March, French craft “Clémence,” Captain 
Perigault, 142 tons, from Mozambique, 4 days passage with cargo. 





Gazette, May 22. 


Quilimane Bar. Ships cleared——17 April, ‘‘Clémence,” French craft, Captain 
P. Perigault, for Bourbon with produce, and re-shipped cargo; 101 tons, 10 crew. 


2 . 


No. 19. 


Consul Elton to the Earl of Derby.—(Received November 15.) 
(No. 33.) 
My Lord, Mozambique, October 1, 1875. 

I BEG to forward translation from the Mozambique newspaper, styled the 
“Jornal de Mocambique,” of 15th September last, containing proceedings of the 
“Camera Municipal” of Quilimane, regarding Slave Trade being at an end in that 
district. 

These proceedings have arisen, I fancy, from the recent inquiries as to the 
“Clémence’s” proceedings; and I see, indeed, no reason to suppose that slaves are 
shipped from the Quilimane River; but that slaves are shipped from the rivers above the 
Quilimane River, north to Mozambique, is notorious ; however, for Slave Trade operations 
in these territorial waters the Portuguese Government conveniently appears not to consider 
itself directly responsible, although, my Lord, I venture to assert it is morally responsible, 
so long as the sea-board is hermetically sealed to the legitimate commerce and civilization 
that alone can effectually combat Slave Trade, and no attempt is made to improve the 
country or the unfortunate people who have now been nominally under Portuguese rule for 
more than three centuries. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) F. ELTON. 





Inclosure in No. 19. 


" Brtract from the “ Journal de Mogambique” of September 15, 1875. 
(Translation.) 
Camara Municipal of the Council of Quilimane. 
Act No. 28.—General Session. 


On the 19th day of June, 1875, in the town of Quilimane and the Municipal 
Ccuncil-House. 
*Present— President, Vice-President, &c. 


r e . . * * 

The Governor then begged to speak, and said that he had received letters from his 
family and others in which it was stated that people had informed the Minister of Marine 
and the Colonies that in this district, and under its Governor, Lieutenant Adelino A. C da 


Cruz, Slave Trade had been recently carried on; and for this reason he the Camara 
to declare what they knew of a matter. The 


accusation made to the Govern se nh tee ee 
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No. 20. 
Consul Elton to the Earl of Derby.—(Receined December 13.) 


o. 35. 
My Lord, Lourengo Marques, October 20, 1875. 

IN continuation of No. 15 of 22nd July last, written by me in reply to No. 3 from 
your Lordship, relative to the “ Clémence,” I beg to report that, vat a to the publi- 
cation of the indication of Senhor Adelino Cruz, the Governor of Quilimane (vide No. 38 
of 1st October last), from complicity in the shipr_znt of slaves supposed to have been taken 
on board this vessel at his port, M. Legré, the principal agent of the ‘* Maison ep ” at 
Mozambique, who had acted as agent to the “‘ Clemence,” assured me that she had never 
shipped a single slave] from the Mozambique coast, but that on leaving Quilimane the 
written instructions from her owners to the captain, which M. Legré had seen, were to 
call at Madagascar to ship “ some forty native passengers (4 peu prés une quarantaine de 
passagers noirs).” 

The case of the “‘ Clémence,” therefore, proves, as I anticipated it would prove, one of 
a class which I fear to be of common occurrence. The Makua slaves, in the first instance, 
are run from such rivers as the Kivolane, Moma, &c,, in dhows, by Arab ..nd half-caste 
slave traders, and sold to the Sakalavas, from whom they are subsequently and frequently 
purchased by the captains of French vessels, entered upon the papers as passengers, and 
conveyed as “ libres émigrés ” to the neighbouring French colonies, where 1 have no doubt 
but that their services are disposed of, after arrival, in the manner described by Consul 
Perry in his despatch to your Lordship. 

I have every confidence in M. Legré’s evidence, and being morally certain that the 
“‘Clémence”’ did not ship slaves from the Portuguese possessions on the Mozambique 
coast, | purpose, on an early opportunity, to inform His Excellency the Governor-General, 
on my return to Mozambique, that it now appears that the Makuas, who arrived at 
Réunion on board the “‘ Clémence,” were not, after all, taken from Quilimane, but most 
probably procured on the Madagascar coast, where the captain of the vessel was instructed 
by the owner to call, for the purpose of conveying ‘‘some forty native passengers,” 
subsequently to clearing for Réunion, and before proceeding to his legal port of destination, 
and J trust that your Lordship will approve of my so doing. ~ 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. ELTON. 
No. 21. 
Mr. Lister to Consul Elton. 
(No. 9.) 
Cir, Foreign Cffice, December 21, 1875. 


WITH reference to the last paragraph of your despatch No. 35 of the 20th October 
last, 1 am directed by the Earl of Derby to inform you that his Lo. ishi approves your 
making a communication to the Governor-General of Mozambique, av therein suggested, 
in regard to the case of the French schooner “ Clémence.”¢ 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
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No, 22. 
Consul Elton to the Earl of Derby.—(Received March 6.) 


(No. 2. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Mozambique, January 5, 1876. 

IN my despatch No. 35 of 1875, I reported my intention of informing the Governor- 
General that it was my belief the ‘‘Clémence” did not ship slaves at Quillimane, and 
that, therefore, it was possible the Governor, Senhor Adelino da Cruz (whose protest I 
forwarded in my despatch No. 33 of 1875) had been wrongly accused of being mixed up 
in the Traffic. 

Subsequently I acted upon this intention, but the Governor-General informed me 
that although I was right in this particular instance, yet that in the course of an inquiry 
he had instituted regarding the “ Clémence ” it had transpired that Senhor da Cruz was not 
above grave suspicion in another matter. 

In the Government “ Boletim” of the 27th December, I see, Senhor da Cruz, by order 
from Lisbon, is trans‘erred as Governor from Quillimane to Inhambane—an inferior port 
both as regards position and pay—and this corroborates to some extent a very general 
impression that the schooner “ Etienne et Laurent,’’ of Réunion, shipped some slaves with 
his connivance at Quillimane early in 1875. I have, however, no means of procuring 
precise information, as the Governor-General evidently does not wish to enter upon the 
matter. 

It is worthy of note, notwithstanding that both the ‘ Clémence” and “ Etienne et 
Laurent ” belong to the same firm at Réunion—Lauratet, Fréres—and that Consul Perry 
alludes to the latter vessel as suspected. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) F, ELTON. 
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DESPATCHES FROM CONSUL PAKENHAM AND DR. KIRK. 


No. 23. 


Mr. Lister to Consul Pakenham. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1875. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you the accompanying extracts 
from a despatch, dated the Ist ultimo, from Her Majesty's Consul at Réunion,* reporting 
that he is credibly informed that shipments of negroes have for some years been made 
from the Mozambique coasts for transport to Madagascar, and thence to Réunion, and 
that the French authorities are cognizant of these proceedings. 
This traffic, according to Mr. Perry’s informants, is carried on in French vessels, and 
1 am to instruct you to use your best endeavours to ascertain whether French vessels are 
in the habit of transporting negroes in the manner asserted, and, if so, in what manner 
the negroes are faa and how the traffic is carried on ; and, if possible, you will obtain 
and report, confidentially, the particulars of any embarkations that have been made on 


board French ships, the names of the vessels and their owners, the numbers embarked 
and their destination. 





Tam, &c. 

(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
No. 24. 
Consul Pakenham to the Earl of Derby.—(Received ) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Tamatave, June 30, 1875. 
\ \ 
\ 
have, 

(Signed) T. C. PAKENHAM. 


(441) a ; Shas ce. 
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No. 25. 
Consul Pakenham to the Earl of Derby.—(Received -) 
(No, 6.) 
My Lord, Tamatave, July 14, 1875. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed* T. C. PAKENHAM. 
No. 26. 


Consul Pakenham to the Earl of Derby.—(Received November 8.) 


(No. 7. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tamatave, July 15, 18765. 

I CONSIDER it my duty to report that a public rumour is current here (which I 
fear is well founded), that M. Alard, master of the French schooner “ Africa,” which has 
lately left this port for Tenoarivo, situate forty miles north of Tamatave on the east coast 
of Madagascar, has carried off six black slaves, in order to sell their engagements of service 
at Réunion. 

I am not able to assert of my own personal knowledge that these slaves were really taken 
on board the “ Africa,” indeed, direct proof in such matters is extremely difficult to obtain, 
and, as the “ Africa” is under the French flag, I am obliged to be very careful how I act, 
in order not to give offence to French authority. But under any circumstances, even 
according to French maritime law, I apprehend that M. Alard, on arrival at St. Denis, 
will have to declare these men either as passengers, or foundlings, when a careful examina- 
tion of their papers.will at once show in what capacity they were embarked. 

I am, however, told that whilst at Tamatave,'M. Alard has been heard to state his 
intention of carrying away any natives he might succeed in kidnapping to Réunion, where 
he could sell them as “‘ engagés” for a 1,000 fr. each. 

The only means I can suggest, my Lord, to put a stop to similar irregularities, is a 
strict supervision, by the local authorities at Réunion, over vessels arriving in that Colony 

| from Madagascar; the pre of the French ger law, if strictly enforced, are, I 
opine, sufficiént to check the abuses complained of; but the necessary precautions must be 
taken at the port of landing, as at most of the points on the coast of Madagascar, where 
vessels load for Réutiion, there are no Consular i eo 

. ve, &c. 
(Signed) T. C. PAKENHAM. 
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No. 27. 
Dr. Kirk to the Earl of Derby.—(Received December 14.) 


(No. 155.) 
My Lord, Zanzibar, November 1, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to report the arrival on the 29th ultimo of the French gun- 
boat ‘* Duchaffaut,” M. le Helloco, capitaine de frégate, commanding. 

The ‘“ Duchaffaut” comes from Réunion and Mayotte, and proceeds in a few days 
to Maskat and the Persian Gulf. 

In course of conversation M. le Helloco mentionned that one of his objects in visiting 
Zanzibar was to ascertain whether the Sultan had power over Grand Comoro, and if so, 
how far he might be willing to assist the French in getting “free labour” from that 
island for the sugar plantation of Mayotte and Nossi Bé. 

Formerly, he said, large numbers of these labourers came from Grand Comoro, but 
since the death of Sultan Ahmed fewer had been obtained, and this the French attributed 
to a want of cordiality on the part of the present ruling family. 

It was with the view of restoring the family of Sultan Ahmed to power that the 
French Commodore M. Lagougene joined King Abdulla of Johanna in et force. These 
measures having failed, had been also censured, but as the Chiefs of Grand Comoro con- 
tinue to represent that the flag they display is that of the Sultan of Zanzibar, it was 
thought that Seyd Barghash might assist in some way in encouraging a revival of the 
emigration of labour to the French colonies, 

It is my opinion, as it is that of everyone acquainted with these ports, that the 
scarcity of labour now complained of by the French at Mayotte is solely due to the 
‘increasing difficulties met with in carrying slaves from the dominions of the Sultan of 
Zanzibar and the Portuguese possessions in Mozambique to such convenient entrepots as 
Grand Comoro and Mohilla afforded. Once landed on these isiands slaves might be shipped 
free of danger, protected by an agreement, and conveyed under the auspices of official 
sanction, ostensibly as free labourers, in fact, as slaves paid for in Comoro, and sold to 
planters in the colonies. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN KIRK. 


No. 28. 


¥ Consul Pakenham to the Earl of Derby.—(Received April 3.) 
(No. 3. 
My Lord, Tamatave, February 21, 1876. 

I AM happy to be able to report, for your Lordship’s information, that the French 
schooner ‘‘ Africa,” the proceedings of whose master, Captain Alard, were reported in 
my despatch No. 7, of 15th July, last year, has lately been discovered, by the French 
authorities at Nossi Be, west coast of Madagascar, to have been engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and that this vessel has been sent to Réunion where, I am assured, 
Captain Alard is being prosecuted criminally by the Procureur de la République. 

It would appear that the “Africa” is a new vessel belonging to Bordeaux, partly 
owned by Captain Alard, and that she was sent out to these waters purposely to be 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 
\ I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. C. PAKENHAM. 
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No, 29. 


Mr. Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1875. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, extracts from a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Réunion, dated the Ist ultimo,* reporting that he is credibly informed that 
shipments of negroes have been for some years past made from the Mozambique coast 
for transport to Madagascar and thence to Réunion. 
This traffic, according to Mr. Perry’s informants, is carried on by French ships, and 
I am to request that you will move their Lordships to call the attention of the 
Commanders of cruizers on the East African Coast to this matter, in order that they may 
procure any information in their power on the subject. 
‘ Asthe French authorities are stated to be cognizant of this traffic, it will be necessary 
that naval officers should be careful in making inquiries on the subject. 
Iam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 30 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Bourke.—(Received December 15.) 


Sir, Admiralty, December 14, 1875. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a letter of the 26th October, 
and its inclosures, from Captain Ward, R.N., of Her Majesty’s ship “Thetis,” relative to 
a correspondence which had taken place between himself and the Governor of Nossi Bé 
in regard to an alleged case of slave tradirg under the French flag. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 





Inclosure ] in No. 30. 


Captain Ward to Rear-Admiral Macdonell. 


r, “ Thetis,” Bavatonbé Bay, October 26, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a correspondence which has taken place between 
myself and the French Governor of Noasi Bé on the subject of an alleged case of slave- 
trading under the French flag. 

A copy of this correspondence is forwarded to the Admiralty. 

; I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. LE H. WARD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 30. 


Captain Ward to the Governor of Nossi Bé. 


ir, “* Thetis,” Bavatonbé, October 20, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the )9th instant a slave name Seeri 
(forwarded herewith) presented himself on board Her Majesty’s ship “Thetis” for the 
purpose of informing me that he had been landed with a cargo of slaves at Aukifi about 
three or four months ago from a dhow “ Mansourina,” now lying at Bavatonbé Bay under 
French colours. ; 

He further states that he was kidnapped while fishing in a canoe off the M’foussi, and 
taken on board a dhow then lying in the M’foussi, where he was sold to his present 
owner, an Arab named Saaidi, now living at Maskurano, a village at the entrance of 


® No. 1. 


Bavatonbé Bay, by whom he was carried across with other slaves and landed, as stated 
above. 

Saaidi’s portion of the cargo consisted of ten, seven male and three female, all of 
who, except Héri, have since been sold. Héri had been left on Saaidi’s hands in conse- 
quence of his having been sick, the buyers being unwilling to burden themselves with 
him. 

After landing the cargo Héri goes on to state that the “ Mansourina” sailed again 
for the M’foussi, and again brought a cargo of slaves across, which were landed at 
Kisomani; after which she sailed for Mayotte, and thence to Bavatonbé Bay, where she 
has been hauled up for repairs, which are now complete. I have to-day interrogated 
Saaidi, who denies the whole statement, and says that Héri has been his slave for three 
years, and moreover, that he is a native of Madagascar. I afterwards took the slave Héri, 
together with his owner Saaidi alongside the dhow “‘ Mansourina” for the purpose of con- 
fronting them with the nacoda of the dhow, who, by his recognition or otherwise, might 
have enabled me to form an opinion whether there was any truth in the slave’s statement 
before forwarding the case for your Excellency’s investigation, but, as I found no one on 
board the dhow I am unable to throw any additional light on the matter. 

I may add, however, with reference to Saaidi’s statement that Heri is a native of 
Madagascar that this is manifestly untrue, since the man speaks Makua fluently, and only 
a little Swahili, while his knowledge of Sakilava is of such a very limited nature as to 
have been easily picked up during a few months’ residence in Madagascar. 

I am informed that the owner of the dhow (Buraeem) and the nacoda (Baraka), both 
Arabs, are at present living at Nossi Bé. 

Lieutenant Haggard, of Her Majesty's ship “Thetis” will present this letter with 
my compliments, and will also hand over the slave Héri to be dealt with as you think fit, 
and I have the honour to request that you will be pleased to cause this matter to be 
inquired into. 

IT have, &c. 
(Sign-d) THOS. LE H. WARD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 30. 
The Governor of Nossi Bé to Captain Ward. 


M. le Commandant, Nossi Bé, le 23 Octobre, 1875. 

J’AI Vhonneur de vous accuser réception de votre lettre du 20 de ce mois, par laquelle 
vous me faites connaitre qu’un esclave, du nom Héry, s’étuit rendu abord du batiment que 
vous commandez, dans le but de vous dénoncer qu'il avait été enlevé A M’foussi, quil 
habitait, et embarqué, de force, avec beaucoup d’autres de ses compatriotes, 4 bord du 
boutre Frangais le “ Mansourina,” a destination d’Aukifi, cOte ouest du Madagascar. 

J’ai interrogé cet esclave que vous avez bien voulu mettre 4 ma disposition, et il m’a 
fait une disposition identique a celle que vous avez recue. 

Ce récit m’a vivement ému, et j’ai fait alors rechercher les nommés Bouranime et 
Baraka, propriétaire et patron du “ Mansourina,” que vous me désignez, dans votre lettre, 
comme demeurant 4 Ambanourou. Ces deux individus m’ont été amenés, mais ils ont nié 
avoir fait ce commerce de noirs. Je les ai, néanmoins, livrés au Procureur de la République. 
Je donnai l’ordre en méme temps, au Maitre du Port, de se rendre a Bavatoubé, ot se 
trouvait mouillé le “‘ Mansourina,” afin de le ramener A Nossi Bé avec son équipage. 

L'esclave Héry vous a déclaré, en outre, que le ‘‘ Mansourina” était rétourné & 
M’foussi pour effectuer un second voyage des noirs qu'il aurait débarqués cette fois a 
Bavatoubé. Les deux indiqués, Mazouk et Amadi, que M. le Lieutenant Haggard m’a 
présentés, de votre part, comme s’étant trouvés 4 bord de ce boutre, en effet, l’un aprés 
luutre, que l’Arabe Bouranime, propriétaire du ‘‘ Mansourina,” avait. effectué ce voyage 
d’esclaves, et qu’il les avait vendus 8 Bavatoubé. La dénonciation de Héry me paraissant 
devoir étre prise en sérieuse considération, j’ai immédiatement mis cette affaire entre les 
mains du Procureur de la République, afin qu’elle soit instruite suivant les formes de la 
justice et pour que les individus accusés puissent étre punis, suivant toutes les rigueurs de 
la loi Frangaise, s’ils étaient reconnus coupables. 

La justice a gardé par-devers elle, outre les prévenus et l’esclave Héry, les deux 
témoins que m’a prescrites M. le Lieutenant Haggard. Il seraient interrogés par le Juge 
San ea et devront comparaitre, s’il y a lieu, devant la Cour d’Assises de la 

union. 

— Frangais est désireux, comme le Gouvernement de l’Angleterre, de 

T 
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mettre fin A cet odieux trafic qui souille 'humanité. Il a toujours prescrit de frapper 
sans pitié, ceux qui auraient l’audace de |’abriter sous ses couleurs. 

_ Aussi vous pouvez étre assuré, M. le Commandant, que dans la circonstance, je saurai 
faire respecter les ordres de mon Gouvernement en faisant poursuivre et punir, s'il y a 
lieu, les individus que vous venez de me signaler comme s’étant livré & cet abominable 
commerce. 

J’ai, &e. 
Le Commandant Particuliére, 





No. 31. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Bourke.—(Received December 15.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, December 14, 1875. 
WITH reference to your confidential letter of the 4th of June last, | am commanded 
by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a letter of the 26th October, from Captain 
Ward, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Thetis,” reporting the result of his inquiries as regards the 
alleged traffic in slaves by vessels sailing under French colours in the neighbourhood of the 
Mozambique. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 





Inclosure in No. 31. 


Captain Ward to Rear-Admiral Macdonald. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, “ Thetis,’ Dalrymple Bay, October 26, 1875. 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter marked Confidential of the 7th June last, 
inclosing a letter from the Foreign Office, together with extracts of a letter from the 
Consul at Réunion, respecting the Traffic in Slaves to that island carried on by the French 
schooners ‘“‘ Décidée” and ‘Clémence,” I have the honour to report that since Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command haz been lying at this port, | have received con- 
fidentially the following information from private sources. 

2. There are three schooners, two of them painted black, running between Nossi Bé 
and Réunion with ebony wood, the ‘ Décidée,” “ Africa,” and “ Bretagne,” all of which 
are believed to carry slaves, which are bought at Nossi Bé for 60 dollars and are sold at 
Réunion (where they are landed one at a time, the cargo never being a large one) for 
160 dollars. The “ Clémence” is not known at Nossi Bé. The “ Africa” sailed from the 
anchorage at Hellville, where she had been lying for several days, on the 19th instant for 
Réunion with fourteen slaves on board. As this was notorious at Nossi Bé, it can scarcely 
have been unknown to the authorities. 

3. The “ Thetis’” interpreter, who was sent to Nossi Bé to obtain general information 
respecting the Slave Trade, reports that this schooner, which was on the 18th instant 
taking in water at the eastern extreme of the Hellville anchorage off the house of 
Messrs. Oswald and Company, German merchants, had brought twelve slaves from 
Passandave Bay, and that during the night of the 18th, she received some more in 
canoes from Nossi Bé. 

4. The “Thetis’” interpreter also reports that a French schouner, name unknown, 
belonzing to a M. Samata, who lives at Mona Bay, near Mayinterano, which is in latitude 
18° 10’ south, longitude 44° 2’ east, is constantly employed in running slaves from Mona Bay 
to Réunion. M. Samata obtains the earliest information of cargoes of slaves landed by 
dhows at Mayinterano and Tamberano or other places on the West Coast, from which he 
fills up his schooner for the supply of the Réunion market. 

5. Ankifi, latitude 13°31’ south, longitude 48° 21’ east, and Kisomani, marked Barrarata 
on chart, latitude 13° 23’ south, longitude 48° 6’ east, are the most notorious ports of import 
for slaves in the vicinity of Nossi Bé. Directly a landing takes place at either of these 
places, information is sent to Nossi Bé, and the French planters go over to buy the adult 
male portion of the cargo as engagés. 

6. Paragraphs 3 and 4 are communicated by the “Thetis’” interpreter who is not 
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altogether to be depended upon, more especially as regards details which are very difficult 
to obtain with accuracy from an Arab. It will be observed, however, that these are in some 
respects corroborated by other evidence, and I have little doubt that it may be broadly 
stated that the French settlements out here give strong indirect encouragement to the 
Slave Trade. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. LE H. WARD. 


P.S.—I have not been able to obtain the exact position of Mona Bay, which is on the 
west coast of Madagascar, south of Mayinterano. 

A copy of this letter will be sent from the Seychelles to Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Réunion. 


T. LE H. W. 





No. 32. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Bourke.—(Received February 11.) 


Sir, Admiralty, February 10, 1876. 

WI''H reference to your letter of the 4th June last, in regard to the alleged shipment 
of negroes from the Mozambique for transport to Madagascar and Réunion in French 
ships, [ am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will 
lay before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs a copy of a despatch of the 29th of 
December, from Rear-Admiral Macdonald, Naval Commander-in-chief in the East Indies, 
on tlis subject, forwarding reports from the Captain of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Thetis” dated 
26th October last, duplicates of which were transmitted in my letters of the 
14th December. 

2. My Lords desire me at the same time to forward, for the Earl of Derby’s 
information, copies of a further despatch of the 6th instant, from Admiral Macdonald, 
and of its inclosure, from Commander Crohan, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Flying Fish,” in 
regard to the probable export of slaves in French vessels from Tullear and St. Augustine 
Bays, on the west coast of Madagascar, to Bourbon. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 





Inclosure | in No. 32. 
Rear-Admiral Macdonald to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Doris,” at Calcutta, December 29, 1875. 

WITH reference to your letter, Confidential, of June 7, 1875, transmitting copy of a 
letter dated 4th June, 1875, from the Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, on 
the subject of the alleged shipment of negroes from the Mozambique for transport to 
Madagascar and Réunion in French ships. : 

2. I have the honour to inclose, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a letter addressed to me by Captain Ward, of Her Majesty's ship “Thetis,” 
Senior Officer on the East Coast of Africa, in which he expresses an opinion “that it may 
be broadly stated that the French Settlements do give strong indirect encouragement to 
the Slave Trade.” 

3. I also forward herewith copy of a correspondence relative to alleged slave-trading 
under French colours, which has taken place between Captain Ward, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Thetis,” and the French Governor of Nossi Bé. The Governor informs Cuptain 
Ward that he has placed the affair in the hands of the Procureur de la République, to the 
end that the individuals accused of pence in the Slave Traffic may be punished 
according to the rigours of the French law if they be found guilty, and adds that he will 
not fail to punish, where necessary, any individuals who may be reported to him as 
engaged in this abominable commerce. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. J. MACDONALD. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 32. 
Rear-Admiral Macdonald to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, “ Doris,” at Calcutta, January 6, 1876. 

WITH reference to your Confidential letter of 7th June, 1875, and my letter of the 
29th December, 1875, on the subject of the shipment of negroes from Mozambique for 
transport to Madagascar and Bourbon in French ships. 

2. I have the honour to inclose a letter from Commander Crohan, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Flying Fish,” by which it appears there is little doubt that a Slave Trade is carried 
on by French subjects from Tullear and St. Augustine Bays on the west coast of 
Madagascar. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. J. MACDONALD. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 32. 
Commander Crohan to Rear-Admiral Macdonald. 
Sir, “ Flying Fish,” Zanzibar, December 7, 1875. 
HAVING been ordered to cruize for the suppression of the Slave Trade on the 
north-west coast of Madagascar and in the Mozambique Channel J was induced, from 
information received from the master of the “Eliesen,” a Norwegian mission ship, to 
visit the Bay of Tullear in latitude 23° 23’ south and have the honour to make the 
following report :— 

2. The ship arrived at Tullear on 9th November, and in anchoring the Italian, French, 
and American flags were displayed on shore. In the harbour was found a barque under 
French colours. She was boarded for the purpose of receiving information, and proved 
to be the “ Etienne et Laurence” lost from Mozambique, bound to Bourbon, commanded 
by Captain Rossier, who is also the owner. She was formerly the “ Seibright,” taken 
by Captain Sumner, of the “ Alabama,” and subsequently sold at Mozambique. 

She has been cruizing for some time in these waters, has French papers given to her 
at Bourbon, was filling up with cargo, and was to sail at an early date for Bourbon. 

Eighteen men, whom the master denominated passengers, were entered on her 

apers. 
jee 3. On proceeding on shore I visited the several houses where the flags were 
flying. 
. Wt the Italian I found a Mr. MacCullum, who informed me he was the Italian 
Consul. 

On making further inquiries I found his proper name was Rossier, that he was 
brother to the master of the barque ‘Etienne et Laurence,” was a creole of Bourbon, 
and had resided several years at Tullear. 

The French house was represented by a Mr. Follett, agent to Jubert and Company, 
of Bourbon. ° 

The American house, that of Holmes and Company, of Cape Town, also by a 
Frenchman, but only temporarily, the senior agent being a Mr. Nonden, then residing 
at St. Augustine Bay, twelve miles to the south of Tullear, to which place I proceeded 
the following day. 

Both at Tullear and St. Augustine Bay the town is large and thickly populated by 
Sakalaves, nominally under a Chief named Lamoniee, King of the Faringa country, but 
virtually under their own headmen. The different tribes are constantly fighting, any 
prisoners taken are sold as slaves. 

These places, from what I could gather, are rarely visited except by the traders. 

A French man-of-war, I was informed, called at Tullear two years ago, but I was 
unable to ascertain his name. Some years ago St. Augustine Bay was the resort of 
whalers who put in for water and provisions. 

At St. Augustine Bay I found a Mr. Nonden, agent to Captain Holmes, who was 
daily expected from the Cape of Good Hope. 

Each house at Tullear has a branch at St. Augustine Bay. Having to rendezvous at 
Cape St. Andrew on the 20th of November, 1 was unable to make a longer stay at Tullear 
sod sailed from that port on the 11th November. 

4. Immediately before leaving a European, who desired that his name should not be 
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made public, voluntary offered information to the effect that M. Rossier, the Italian Consul, 
and M. Follett, the agent of Messrs. Jubert and Company, were in the habit of purchasing 
slaves from the natives in the vicinity of Tullear and St. Augustine Bay, that these men 
were kept working in irons loading and unloading their vessels, during the time they were 
treated with great cruelty, and as opportunity offered they were shipped off to Bourbon. 

These slaves are Sakalaves and not natives of Africa, 

They are purchased for about 30 dollars at Tullear, and sold for about 160 or 200 
at Bourbon. 

They are shipped by Mr. Rossier, in the ‘ Etienne et Laurence,” and M. Follett, in 
small schooners, as passengers, with, ] am informed, a paper purporting to come from 
King Lamonice, in which it states that these men go of their own accord, but the document 
in question is in reality a forgery. 

5. My informant further stated that, to his knowledge, there were at the time of my 
visit at least 30 slaves at Tullear, and 50 at St. Augustine Bay ready for shipment, and 
that on arrival of this ship they were locked up and kept out of sight. 

Twelve months ago as many as 150 were shiped at a time, but that owing to instruc- 
tions from Bourbon they are now sent across in smaller numbers, 

On their arrival at Bourbon the slaves are sent on shore two or three at a time and 
disposed of. 

6. This information I considered reliable, but in order to satisfy myself as to its accu- 
racy I determined to proceed to Ranopacy and Monnondada, where I was in hopes of 
finding two missionaries who had resided at Tullear some months and who had only 
lately left that place. 

At the former place I met one of the missionaries, a Hova Chief, who had been sent 
down to Tullear by the Prime Minister to report on the country, as well as a Sakalave man, 
who had arrived from the place that morning. They all three distinctly corroborated the 
statement made to me at Tullear, the Hova Chief also adding that a servant he had 
travelling with him, had run away, and on his arrival at Mr. McCullum’s house he saw the 
man working in irons, and requested that his servant might be handed over to him, which 
Mr. McCullum refused to do unless he was paid for so doing as he had purchased him a 
few days previously. I requested the Hova Chief to report the case to his Prime Minister, 
which he promised to do with all particulars as to the Slave Trade. 

At Momondava | saw the second missionary, also a Captain Home, an American 
agent to Captain Holmes, who both confirmed my informant’s statement. 

The missionary had himself seen slaves bought by Mr. McCullum and working in 
chains. Captain Home was living for some weeks in M. Follett’s house at Tullear, and 
assured me that he had constantly seen slaves bought both by this man and M. Rossier 
(alias Mr. McCullum), and shipped as opportunity offered to Bourbon. 

7. The missionaries in question are Norwegians, who have been about eighteen months 
on the coast ; two were landed at Tullear, one at Ranopasy and the other at Ranopasy. 

At the former place they were fired upon and finding they could do no good with the 
natives left to join their fellow workers. 

8. From the evidence of these people I have every reason to believe that a Slave Trade 
is carried on at Tullear and St. Augustine Bay by French subjects, who treat their slaves 
with great cruelty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT CROHAN. 





No. 33. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Bourke.—(Received March 8.) 


Sir, Admiralty, March 7, 1876. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 14th January last, and to my communication 
of the 10th ultimo, I am commanded by my Lurds Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
transmit, for the Eark of Derby’s information, a copy. of a further despatch of the 
14th ultimo, from Rear Admiral Macdonald, Naval Commander in-chief in the East 
Indies, on the subject of the use of the French flag by vessels engaged in the Slave Trade 
on the East Coast of Africa. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. , 
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Inclosure in No. 33. 
Rear-Admiral Macdonald to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Undaunted,” Bombay, February 14, 1876. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter of 18th January, 1876, I have to 

uest that you will be pleased to express to their Lordships the great satisfaction it 
affords me to learn that renewed and stringent orders have recently been issued by the 
French Government with a view to prevent the abuse of the French flag by the indiscri- 
minate Gat of French papers. 

2. Hitherto the abuse of the French flag has been the great bugbear of our cruizers, 
more especially in the Mozambique Channel, and as a single instance of which I may 
mention that Commander Crohan, ot the “Flying Fish” reports that out of thirty-one 
— ‘boarded between 26th March and 16th May last, eighteen were under French 
colours. 

3. In a conversation I lately had on board my flag-ship with M. le Baron Briasard de 
Corbigny, commanding the French frigate “‘ d’Assas,” and senior naval officer of the Indo- 
China division, he appeared quite to agree with me that the grant of the French flag 
was very much abused. M. de Corbigny believed that the power to hoist it may be 
obtained by native owners of dhows for a very small sum, and even when the license is not 
renewed, or when the owner is changed, the flag still continues to be used; nor was he 
aware that any bond was taken upon the vessel to guarantee penalty being inflicted in the 
event of the French flag being illegally hoisted. 

4. Although there are many bond fide French schooners of doubtful reputation 
employed on the East Coast of Africa the above remarks refer more especially to native 
dhows manned by native crews. 

3. Special reports to their Lordships on the Slave Trade to Madagascar from the 
East Coast of Africa under the French fos were forwarded to them in my letters of 29th 
December, 1875, and 6 January, 1876. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. J. MACDONALD. 
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